
Going Outside 

❖ Wear the bandanas and gloves when 
you go outside.  Look up, look down, 
look around – look for branches that 
may fall on you, and any other 
hazards.  

❖ Hook-up the hose you protected to an 
outside spigot - wear your gloves, the 
pipes may be hot.  

❖ Look for ignitions on the roof - if any 
part of the roof is burning, douse it!  

❖ Check around the base of the 
structure - douse places where embers 
are in contact with the structure, 
decks or porches.  

❖ Do not waste water, time or your 
exposure dousing trees or shrubs 
unless they impinge on the structure.  

❖ If your hose doesn’t reach around the 
structure, use the water buckets and 
towels you prepared. 

❖ Use the shovel you protected to 
scrape embers away from the 
structure and shovel dirt on them to 
smother them. 

❖ Leave as soon as you are told it is safe 
to get out.  There are many dangers 
to remaining in the fire zone.  DO 
NOT STAY ONCE IT IS SAFE TO GET 
OUT!  If you have no way to get 
yourself out, call 911 and alert them 
that you are trapped, give them your 
street address. 

 
“Shelter in Place” is a last resort, 

but it is not a death sentence. 

Be prepared now. 

Gather up what you might need 

now. 

Learn now! 
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CONCEPTS WHAT TO DO 

❖ Drought is causing fires to travel faster 
and be more intense than before. 

❖ Egress may be cut off before 
evacuation is possible.  

❖ Emergency Services will not be able 
to reach you - if your egress is 
blocked their access may be blocked 

❖ Your house can protect you for a 
short time in a wild-fire. 

 

“Shelter in Place” may be your 

last resort option for life 

preservation. 
 

 

How Your Escape Can Be Cut Off 

Flame lengths could be several times the 
height of the trees, swirling across roads. 
Never drive into flames - you cannot see 
possible dangers such as fallen trees or 
stalled vehicles, and you could get trapped 
in the vehicle in the fire.  
 

How a House Ignites 

Ignition is not fast, but slow – usually from 
embers and firebrands that buildup around 
the structure’s edges, against deck or porch 
supports or under flammable roofing.  
 

Shrubs can ignite – if they are close to the 
structure they can concentrate the heat 
and ignite the siding. 
 

Protection Your House Provides 

Your house is a massive, insulated structure 
which will not ignite quickly.  Inside, there is 
a lot of air, also insulating and protective.  

IF YOU NEED TO “SHELTER IN PLACE” 
Don’t panic!  Begin to make your 
preparations before fire season!  

 
 

 

Preparation If Your Egress Is Blocked 
 

❖ Work from the outside inward so you 
finish your last preparations in your 
safest place. 

❖ Get your pets inside, keep them inside 
❖ Turn off propane at the tank valve; 

keep the electricity on.  
❖ Move vehicles into the garage or away 

from the house – 100’ away is best. 
❖ Move fuels away from the house - 

these include barbeque propane 
bottles, gasoline, firewood in contact 
with the structure or under the deck, 
and flammable deck furniture. 

❖ Set out a metal ladder - helpful later to 
inspect the roof and douse it if the roof 
is burning. 

❖ Bring a garden hose and shovel into the 
house to have them handy and 
protected. 

❖ Close all doors - interior and exterior, 
and all windows; open the chimney flue 
and have a screen in front of it. 

❖ Remove all flammable curtains and 
drapes or if removal is not possible, 
open them – secure them back from 
the windows.  Lower metal blinds or, 
staple or thumb-tack space blankets 
over windows to help reflect the heat 
back toward the fire. 

❖ Move flammable furniture away from 
the windows toward the center of the 
room.  Use a tarp (not a thin plastic 
paint drop cloth) to cover any easily 
ignitable, soft upholstered furniture to 
make it easier to put out embers that 
might land on it through a broken 
window.  

 

❖ Fill the bathtub, sinks and buckets with 
water - gather large pots to scoop the 
water into the buckets; have towels to 
soak - you may need to use wet towels 
to beat out embers. 

❖ Keep a wall-connected landline phone 
and the TV on for emergency 
announcements that may tell you when 
you can escape safely. 

❖ Wear natural fiber clothes (cotton or 
wool):  long pants, long sleeves and 
leather boots or shoes for protection. 

❖ Gather up a couple of cotton bandanas 
(or cut them from an all-cotton 
pillowcase) – you’ll use one to cover 
your hair, and the other one to cover 
your nose and mouth to aid against 
blowing embers and smoke when you 
go outside; keep them dry. 

❖ Have leather gloves to protect your 
hands.  

❖ Hardware store safety glasses can 
shield your eyes from embers. 

❖ Call 911 - give your street address; tell 
them you are trapped by a wildfire 

 

After the Fire Front Passes 

If the fire front is moving fast enough to 
trap you, it should pass you rapidly.  It may 
leave many things burning around your 
house and down the road, so your escape 
route may not be safe even after the front 
passes.   Once the front has passed, check 
the structure as soon as you can do so 
safely.  
 
Continued on back>>>>>>>> 


