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Weekly Weather Briefing 
 

“Tuesday Soaker” 
 
 

NWS Albuquerque 
August 25, 2014 
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August 2014 vs. 2013 Precipitation  
Percent of Average 

**Preliminary** PRISM Climate Group 

ABQ 
ABQ 

August 1-24, 2014 August 2013 
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Projected Rainfall Totals This Week! 
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Most Recent Temperatures 
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Today’s Max Temp Departure from Normal 
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Forecast Details 
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Precipitable Water (Moisture) Trends 

Average 

MON 

TUE 

WED 
THU 

FRI 
SAT 

SUN 

Precipitable water, 

measured in inches, is 

the depth of water in a 

column of the 

atmosphere if all the 

water in that column 

were precipitated as 

rain.  
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Upper Level Forecast Chart 
(Image is Moisture) 

Tonight 

Tonight: Moistening southerly flow to strengthen with deep 

moisture moving into southern areas of the state. 
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Upper Level Forecast Chart 
(Image is Moisture) 

Tuesday 

Tuesday: Slow-moving disturbance aloft in the very moist 

southerly flow to result in widespread shower and 

thunderstorm activity especially western and northern 

areas. 

Marie 
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Upper Level Forecast Chart 
(Image is Moisture) 

Wednesday 

Wednesday: Quick transition to a drier westerly flow 

pattern, but lingering moisture good for isolated to 

scattered showers and thunderstorms favoring the 

mountains and east. 



N
W

S
 A

lb
u
q
u
e
rq

u
e
 

W
e
e
kl

y 
W

e
a
th

e
r 

B
ri
e
fi
n
g
 

Upper Level Forecast Chart 
(Image is Moisture) 

Thursday: High pressure to our west,  low pressure to our 

east will result in a northerly steering flow.  Best storm 

chances central mountain chain and NE. 

Thursday 
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Upper Level Forecast Chart 
(Image is Moisture) 

Friday 

Friday: Similar pattern to Thursday but overall drying 

indicated.   Isolated storm activity will favor the central 

mountain chain eastward. 
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Upper Level Forecast Chart 
(Image is Moisture) 

Weekend: High pressure aloft recenters over or just west of southwest NM.  A low 

grade monsoon forecast overall, with better moisture working back into SW and SC 

areas by Sunday.   Overall,  a pretty quiet pattern expected. 

Holiday Weekend Outlook 

Sunday Saturday  
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Upper Level Forecast Chart 
(Image is Moisture) 

Labor Day Outlook 

Labor Day: Predominately dry signal for central and northern 

NM.  Perhaps an isolated afternoon or evening shower or 

storm south favoring the mountains. 
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6-10 Day Precip Outlook: Aug 31- Sep 4 
http://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/610day/610prcp.new.gif 
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  Tonight (T-storms, locally heavy rain) 

 
 Tuesday (Elevated FF Threat) 
 
 Wednesday (Isold-Sct T-storms) 
  

  Thursday (Isold-Sct T-storms) 
 

 Friday (Isold-Sct T-storms) 
 

 Weekend (Isold T-storms, focus south ) 
    

Week at Glance 

 None 
 

 Minor 

 

      Significant 

 
Major 

  
    

SYNOPSIS: Monsoon moisture will surge northeastward through Tuesday night 

ahead of an upper level low pressure system that  will slowly cross the central 

Rockies from the west. The main wave of precipitation is expected Tuesday and 

Tuesday night.  Drier air will engulf southern and western areas again starting   

Thursday, but showers and thunderstorms should remain active  from the northern 

mountains eastward as the upper level low begins  to shift eastward onto the 

plains and a back door cool front  enters the northeast quarter of the state. A 

comparatively quiet holiday weekend is expected with just isolated activity mainly 

south. 
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Fall precipitation during 
El Niño events had 
been generally higher in 
western NM in the 20th 
century, but that 
pattern has so far 
reversed for the first 
four El Niño events 
since 2000. (Eastern NM 
wetter than western NM) 
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Winter precipitation 
during El Niño events 
had been generally 
higher in southern and 
eastern NM in the 20th 
century, and that 
pattern has so far been 
further enhanced for 
the first four El Niño 
events since 2000. 
(Southeast NM wetter than 
northwest NM) 



N
W

S
 A

lb
u
q
u
e
rq

u
e
 

The U.S. Drought Monitor is produced in partnership between the National Drought Mitigation Center at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln, the United States 

Department of Agriculture, and the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration. 
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Daily Global SST Anomalies as of 8/24/14 

Note the lack of a strong El Niño signature along eastern Equatorial 

Pacific. A positive Pacific Decadal Oscillation (PDO) continues, however, 

which often results in above average precipitation for central and 

northern NM for Autumn and Winter. 
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Sept 2014 thru Feb 2015 SST Forecast from 
Climate Prediction Center (CPC) 

CPC’s model continues to indicate a weak to moderate El 

Niño during Fall and Winter 2014-2015. 
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IRI/CPC Pacific Niño 3.4 SST Model Outlook 

Figure provided by the International Research Institute 
(IRI) for Climate and Society (updated 15 July 2014). 

Update as of August 19, 2014. Vast majority of models favor El 
Niño (greater than or equal to +0.5ºC) to develop in the next 
several months and persist through Northern Hemisphere winter 
2014-15. 
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We Need YOU… 

WRN Ambassadors are change agents and leaders of their  

communities. You will inspire others to be  better informed and prepared 

– helping to  minimize or even avoid the impacts of natural disasters.  

 

The Ambassador’s badge signifies your commitment as a trusted partner 

in building community resilience in the face of increasing vulnerability to 

extreme weather and water events.  

 

20 NEW WRN Ambassadors!  

 

 

 

• Any organization across all levels of government, businesses large 

and small, non-profit and non-governmental organizations, and 

academia can become WRN Ambassadors.  A broadcast 

meteorologist who advocates weather preparedness on-air 

 

• Contact Kerry Jones directly for application info. 
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As always…  

Stay up to date… 
 weather.gov/abq 
 Facebook  
 @NWSAlbuquerque & #nmwx 
 NOAA Weather Radio 
 Favorite Media Outlet 
 mobile.weather.gov 
 NMroads.com 


